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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2021 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Religious, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings. On Sunday the 14 November 2021 is the Fifth World Day of the Poor called for by Pope 

Francis. In Pope Francis message to the Church as we pray for the Poor of the World he quotes 

'The poor you will always have with you' (Mk14:17). 

As we live in very challenging times with Covid-19. The political and economic situation in our 

world and in particular South Africa. The plight of the poor is impacting and touching the lives of 

many more families, individuals and communities. The loss of jobs and unemployment, the rising 

cost of food, petrol and municipal charges are making it very difficult to provide at times the very 

basic needs to live. We are in very worrying times. 

As the Church, as followers of Christ we turn to God in prayer and pray for the poor, marginalized 

and those living on the sidewalks of society. But on our part, we have also to be active and help 

where we can. The two action words that Pope Francis speaks of is we need to be Listening and 

Helping. 

In the Diocese of Kroonstad through the Diocese of Kroonstad Development Agency Caritas much 

is been done. In the Parishes, Sodalities and other Groups in the Diocese many needy and poor 

are been assisted. I thank you for that care and concern for the poor. Nevertheless, may we not 

close our ears to hear the cry of the poor if we are in a position to help. May we do something to 

help a family, individual, any person we see in need. 

Poverty and hard times can come upon anyone in these very difficult and uncertain times in which 

we live. Let us see the poor and needy with the eyes and ears of Jesus. Let our hearts be touched 

with compassion and concern for others especially the poor. God will definitely bless us. Please 

pray in the prayers of the faithful for the poor of the world. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


