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BISHOP’S MESSAGE – OCTOBER MISSION MONTH 2021 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Religious, Brothers and Sisters, 

I greet you all Missionary Disciples of Christ. The universal Catholic Church celebrates 'Mission 

Month' in October. On Sunday the 17 October 2021 we celebrate in the church Mission Sunday. 

At the heart of our baptism calling as followers of Christ is the call to be Missionary Disciples of 

the Lord. Anointed, and sent in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the truth of the Gospel 

and to share the message of God's saving love for the whole world. How in these very challenging 

times we are living we need to know God's love and closeness to us. 

How in these traumatic times of Covid-19 we need to know God is with us. We as Missionary 

Disciples of faith have to be messengers of hope. God is with us. Pope Francis in his message for 

World Mission Sunday to the Church quotes the scripture verse from the Acts of the Apostles 'We 

cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard' (Acts 4:20). 

How will each one of us the baptized of the church, the family of God respond? Will silent? Will 

we proclaim the Good News? We live in times when there is a shortage of Priests, Religious 

Sisters and Brothers who have generously proclaimed the Good News. Now is the time for all of 

us in the Church to share what we have seen, heard and believe in faith what God has done for 

us through Jesus' death and resurrection. The nature of our beloved catholic church is Missionary. 

On Mission Sunday 2021 the Universal Catholic Church will launch the Synod Preparation for the 

Synod of the Bishops on Synodality in October 2023. Our Holy Father Pope Francis wants to 

consult with each Diocese throughout the world how are we Priests, Deacons, Religious, the 

faithful sisters and brothers of the church sharing together in the life of the church, the family of 

God and the proclamation of the Gospel. 
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In Mission Month our focus is on praying for Missionaries throughout the world, formation in 

taking up our missionary responsibility to proclaim the Gospel and charity. I encourage all to 

welcome this missionary month. To open your kind hearts generously to the Mission Month 

Collection that supports the whole church that reaches out to help the needy in mission countries. 

Our Diocese of Kroonstad has been helped over the years by the Pontifical Mission Society for 

various projects. 

May Mary Mother of the Church pray for us to be true Missionary Disciples of Jesus. 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 

 


