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22 September 2021 

PASTORAL LETTER – REFUGEE SUNDAY 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Religious, Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings. I hope you are well and patiently keeping all the necessary protocols as we face the 

challenges of Covid-19. I write this Pastoral Letter as the Church celebrates on the 26th September 

2021 Refugee Sunday. 

Pope Francis who has a great compassion for Refugees and Migrants has asked us to pray for 

the many refugees in the world. The Pope does so reminding us of the Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph who were refugees and had to flee into Egypt to protect the child Jesus when 

he was born as King Herod sought to kill him. 

The number of Refugee Families and individuals, women, men and children in the world and our 

own country South Africa is a very painful and sad situation. Brothers and Sisters having to flee 

from their country of birth in fear of been killed or dire injustices of one kind or another. Many 

do not even make it to the country they are fleeing to for a better life for themselves and families. 

South Africa is the home of many refugees. A home where a better life is not always a reality in 

the way refugees are treated. We are exposed to the plight of Refugees through TV and the 

Media. It is often painful to watch how brothers and sisters can treat one another. 

When God who created us in his love, image and likeness calls us to love one another as he has 

loved us. On this Refugee Sunday, I ask you all to pray for Refugees in the Sunday Celebration 

of the Holy Mass. Also, in your personal prayer time. Let us all have a heart of compassion to 

reach out and help our most needy Refugee brothers and sisters that live in South Africa and in 

our Parish Communities. 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 
 

 


