
 

Diocese of Kroonstad 

           Tel: (056) 212 6639 

            Fax: (056) 212 7705 
         Email: bishop.krd@act.co.za 

           P.O. Box 129, 

     Kroonstad, 9500 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 
1 

 

 

BISHOP'S MESSAGE ON THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY 

SUNDAY - 25 July 2021 

Dear Grandparents and the Elderly, 

I greet you with warmth and love. It is indeed a very special day that our Holy Father Pope Francis 

has called on the Church to celebrate, honour and pray for our Grandparents and the Elderly. St 

Joachim and St Anne are set before us by Pope Francis the parents of our Blessed Mother Mary, 

Mother of God who were dedicated grandparents to the child Jesus. 

To our grandparents and the elderly, we owe a lot of appreciation to you for your wisdom, love 

and care you have shown us all in our families and individual lives. We thank you for been so 

special and part of our lives. We thank you for passing on the gift of our Catholic Christian Faith 

that has guided us to know and love God. 

In the context of our African Tradition and the history of South Africa you have been central and 

so important. The stories and memories we hold onto of you our grandparents and the elderly are 

special. For many of us we have grown up under your watchful care and love to adulthood and 

maturity. 

Even today you our grandparents and elderly have a wisdom we so need in very challenging times 

that we live. You bring a peace and speak Words of encouragement when things are not always 

going well in our families and lives. Our hearts go out to you when our society treats you so badly 

in your old age. May we always have respect for the elderly. 

We want to let you know our grandparents and… elderly that we keep you always in our prayers. 

We ask God to watch over you, protect you and bless you. The family home is not a home without 

you our grandparents and the elderly. Halala granny and grandpa! Halala the Elderly! You are very 

much part of the family of the Church. The family of God. You have not been forgotten. We love 

you. 


