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YOUTH DAY – 16 JUN 2021 

BISHOP TO THE YOUTH OF THE DIOCESE OF KROONSTAD 

SANITIZE – WEAR A MASK – SOCIAL DISTANCE 

Dear Young People of the Diocese of Kroonstad, 

I greet you as our country celebrates Youth Day on the 16 June 2021. A Youth Day 

that will be celebrated on a smaller scale as our country and church are in the midst 

of the third wave of the devastating coronavirus pandemic. Yet this special day cannot 

pass in acknowledging the beautiful young people of our country and in a special way 

the wonderful youth of the Diocese of Kroonstad. 

The Chaplain of the Youth of the Diocese has planned a few activities for the youth to 

celebrate youth day. I hope that they can take place ever aware of the restrictions and 

protocols in place due to Covid-19. I call on you to be responsible youth to wash 

hands — sanitize, wear a mask and keep social distancing in accord with the laws of 

our country at this very disturbing time in our world. 

On a more positive note of encouragement from our Holy Father Pope Francis to the 

Youth is his message to the Youth of the World in his quote from the Acts of the 

Apostles 'l appoint you as a witness of what you had seen' (Acts 26:16). 

What Pope Francis is saying to our youth is 'Let your faith as young and-beautiful 

Catholics be shown in your lives in your belief in the resurrection of Jesus Our Lord 

and Saviour. Be young and proud to be Catholics as witnesses of Jesus in your 

families, communities and friendships. In other words, have the courage to stand up 

for Jesus. 'The way, the truth and the life'. 

In the context of the 16 June 1976 when the youth of South Africa stood up and shed 

their blood for the truth that apartheid must end. To the youth who stood as witnesses 

against injustice in South Africa. I call on the youth of the Diocese to continue to 

Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus and Witness to him in standing for justice and peace. 
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It takes courage to stand up and be active Catholics but this is what Jesus is asking 

of you. This is what Pope Francis is asking of you. 

In the heart of the third wave coronavirus pandemic be careful and keep safe. ln the 

heart of the third wave pandemic when education and other activities are affected we 

must never lose hope. God has not forgotten us. Jesus' promise is still true 'l am 

always with you till the end of time.' 

Young people let us stand together and pray together for God's healing for our world 

and country. l wish you the Young People of the Diocese of Kroonstad Happy Youth 

Day. 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


