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BISHOP’S MESSAGE VOCATION SUNDAY 2021 

ST JOSEPH: THE DREAM OF VOCATION 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Warm Greetings. 

On the 4th Sunday of Easter the Church celebrates Vocation Sunday. A day we pray 

for vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. A day we allow Jesus' message to 

take root in our hearts. 'The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Pray that 

the Lord will send labourers for the vineyard of the Lord'. 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis message for the world day of prayer for vocations is 

based on St Joseph as the Church celebrates the Year of St Joseph. Saint Joseph 

suggests to us three key words for each individual vocation, says Pope Francis. 

The first is 'dream'. Everyone dreams of finding fulfilment in life. Through dreams that 

God inspired in Saint Joseph he made of his life a gift. A gift to give of himself. His 

yes to God's plan for his life. May St Joseph help everyone, especially our young 

people to have the courage to say yes to the Lord who always surprises and never 

disappoints. 

The second word is 'service' in the context of offering oneself in love for others. In 

the church or in the other vocations of married life or the single life. Being a gift to 

others. The Priesthood and Religious Life is one of service in the fruit of mature 

sacrifice and service. 

The third word that marks the vocation of Saint Joseph is 'fidelity'. He thoughtfully 

considered what to do. He thought about things patiently. He knew that success in 

life is built on constant fidelity to important decisions. Saint Joseph's yes to God's will 

was faithfully carried out. A fidelity that brought joy to himself and the Holy Family of 

Jesus and Mary. 
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ln the Diocese of Kroonstad over the years many generous young people have offered 

their lives to serve the Church as priests and religious in response to God's Call. We 

thank them. We encourage other young people to consider a vocation to the 

priesthood and religious life. Speak to the priests and religious sisters to guide you to 

discern your vocation. 

I call on all the people of the Diocese of Kroonstad to continue to pray for vocations 

for the Church. May St Joseph help us to dream and serve with fidelity as we discover 

our vocation in life according to God's plan. A Blessed Vocation Sunday! 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


