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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

The readings of God's Word on this 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time focuses on the Word of God that Jesus 

proclaimed with authority. The responsorial psalm and its response invites us to hear and to listen to the 

Word of God. For the Lord is our teacher and guides us to live our Christian lives in the ways of God. 'O 

that today you would listen to his voice harden not your hearts.' 

The context of this Psalm is found in the journey of Israel in the desert on their way to the promised land. 

Israel had begun to lose sight of God leading them. They began to grumble and complain against Moses 

their leader. The call is to listen to the voice of the Lord who knows what he is doing and he leads Israel 

and us to a sure destination. 

Are we not a little like Israel on our journey of faith to the promised home of heaven with Jesus our 

teacher, leader and Good Shepherd, when things do not always go according to our plan in life? Let us 

listen for the voice of God in his Holy Word who knows the best way for us to take on our journey of faith 

and life. 

The Book of Deuteronomy sees Moses reply to Israel's request asking God to give them a Prophet from 

among their own people. God answers their request with a warning. That Israel and us must listen to the 

Word of God. The prophet God will provide must speak God's Word not his own. Quite a warning to the 

preachers and false prophets of our time who lead people to false hope. 

St Paul gives guidance to the Corinthians in their chosen vocation. The unmarried to give more time 

devoted to the Lord. The married to balance their lives in caring for the family without forgetting the Lord. 

There is a teaching in this reading for us too. 

The Gospel from Mark returns our thoughts to listen to the Word of God. The Word Jesus proclaims on 

his mission. The Word of God that he proclaims with authority. Jesus teaching in the synagogue amazed 

the people. His teaching was different from that of the scribes. 

Jesus taught with authority that made sense to his hearers. Jesus preaching touched their lives and 

invited them to change and believe in the Good News of God's saving love. Jesus teaching even had 

authority over evil spirits, as they witnessed Jesus heal the person possessed by an unclean spirit. As 

Jesus commanded the evil spirit 'Be quiet and come out of him' Once again the people were amazed and 

discussed among themselves saying 'What is this? A new teaching with authority. Even the unclean spirits 

obey him'. 

Let us welcome the truth of God's Word. Let us listen and not close our hearts. 'Your words are Spirit 

Lord and they are life.' Your word a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. May God's Word give us hope 

in the midst of the challenges of the Coronavirus Pandemic. Let us pray for God's healing. 


