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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

On this 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time Pope Francis has called all Priests and God's Faithful of the 

Church to celebrate 'The Word of God' Pope Francis says 'To recognize the importance and value 

of Sacred Scripture for the Christian life as well as the relationship between the Word of God and 

the Liturgy'. 

We as members of the Catholic Church know that our Holy Mass has two main parts. The first 

the celebration of the Word of God proclaimed from the Table of the Word. The second part the 

celebration from the Table of the Eucharist from which we recall Jesus death and resurrection 

and receive His most sacred Body and Blood in Holy Communion. This call to celebrate 'The Word 

of God' on this 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time fits in beautifully from the readings of God's Word. 

The Prophet Jonah is sent to proclaim the Word of God to the people of Nineveh to change their 

way of living and return to the ways of the Lord. The people of Nineveh respond to the 

proclamation of God's Word and are spared the destruction of their city. 

St Paul proclaims the Word of God to the Corinthians about focusing on the things of God and not 

on the lifestyle and things of this passing world. What an important message for us Christians 

today. The secularism of our times where God seems to take second place. The material things 

of this passing world have greater importance. The beautiful gift of sex is degraded by abuse. 

Then the Gospel sees Jesus taking up the ministry of proclaiming the Word of God 'Repent and 

believe the Good News.' He calls his first four apostles to leave their way of life and work to be 

proclaimers of the Good News of God's saving love for the world. 

We as the Church today are called to be proclaimers of the Good News through our Baptism and 

Confirmation. Firstly, we need to read and pray the Scriptures. To live the Word of God. Then in 

turn to proclaim the Word of God to others. 

In this time of Covid-19 the Churches have been closed and we have not been able to celebrate 

and receive Jesus physically in Holy Communion. We have been guided to make a Spiritual 

Communion. But what we have been able to do is to read the Sunday Readings of the Word of 

God in our homes and families. I hope the faithful people of the Diocese of Kroonstad have been 

doing this. 
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Psalm 24 on this 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time sums up the importance of God's Word that Pope 

Francis calls us to love for it guides us on our journey of faith which is a personal relationship 

with Jesus. 'Lord make me know your ways. Lord teach me your paths. Make me walk in your 

truth and teach me for you are our God my Saviour'. 

Like Jonah, St Paul and Jesus let us respond to God's call to proclaim the Good News and be 

filled with hope in the joys and challenges of life, guided and comforted by God's Word. Let us 

hear the invitation of Pope Francis to have a love for God's Word. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


