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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

The Christmas season is over and the Church the Body of Christ settles into receiving the Sunday 

Readings taken from Ordinary Time Year B. The readings from God's Word on this 2 nd Sunday of Ordinary 

Time set the pathway for us to follow as we desire to grow in faith, hope and love during this New Year 

2021. 

The pathway is to listen for the voice of the Lord calling us in the joys and difficulties of life so that we 

may be guided by the Word of God to live a happy and meaningful Christian life in a personal  relationship 

with Jesus. A friendship that gives meaning to our faith in him. An assurance that he is with us always 

especially in these times of Covid-19. God's Word invites us to listen for the voice of the Lord. To hear 

what he has to say to us. Then for us to give a response to what God is asking of us on our journey of 

life as we live out our baptism faith. 

The first reading from the Book of Samuel is the story of the young Samuel hearing God calling him as 

he rested in the temple. He heard a voice calling his name three times and it was the priest Eli who guided 

him to realize that it was God calling Samuel. Samuel's response 'Speak Lord your Servant is listening' 

must be our response. Something wonderful happens to Samuel as he opens his life to God . Samuel 

grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of His fall to the ground. Is that not what we want in 

our Christian lives. The Lord with us always. His Word guiding us to live meaningful and fruitful lives with 

him. Sometimes we try to live our lives without listening to God's Ways and we fail. 

St Paul in the second reading to the Corinthians and to us the Body of Christ is a call to respect the dignity 

of our bodies as the temples of the Holy Spirit. An important message in our times. We can just think of 

the abuse of women, children and men in South Africa today. The whole sadness of Gender Based 

Violence. Let us heed St Paul's call and make a difference in respecting our bodies and those of others.  

The Gospel of John continues the theme of the Lord Calling. The calling of some of his first apostles. Did 

we notice it was John the Baptist who pointed Jesus out to the two disciples? Jesus enters into 

communication with these two and invites them to come and see where he lives. They stay with Jesus 

the whole day. One of these two who became a follower of Jesus was Andrew who leads Simon Peter to 

Jesus. In turn Jesus names him Cephas meaning Rock. What is interesting in these callings is that they 

listened and responded to the Lord. They were open to hear the Lord speak. 

As we journey in faith may we have an open ear to hear God call, speak and to respond.  All kinds of 

remarkable things are possible if we listen to the voice of God who is speaking to us all the time. Do we 

hear him as we face the challenges of the Coronavirus Pandemic? 


