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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD – YEAR B 

We celebrate today the Baptism of the Lord and the readings of God's Word from Year B, at the start of 

the New Year as we settle into our ordinary daily lives though not so ordinary with Covid-19, God's Word 

lifts us up with encouragement and hope. 

The words of St John in the second reading express our victory over the world and sin by our belief in 

Jesus as the Christ. Our faith and belonging to Christ through the sacrament of baptism with water and 

the Holy Spirit is one great hope that gives us the strength to journey this year in growing in our faith 

relationship with the Lord.s 

A New Year's resolution for us all as we reflect on the true meaning of our baptism. A baptism into the 

family of God. A baptism into becoming a child of God. A baptism into the life of the Church and been 

part of the community of the Blessed Trinity. A community of love. 

We often do not think much of the importance and meaning of our receiving the Sacrament of Baptism. 

The first reading from the Prophet Isaiah invites Israel and us' come' to the waters all who are thirsty, 

though you have-no money come. God is offering us an invitation to come freely into a personal 

relationship with him. For us to enter into an everlasting covenant with him. A covenant sealed in the 

blood of the cross of his only beloved Son, Jesus. A call to leave the ways of sin and to allow the Word 

of God to call us to conversion and change that begins in our freely coming to the waters of baptism. 

St John in the second reading guides us along the way of living as a child of God and belonging to him 

by keeping the commandments of God. The commandments summed-up in loving God and loving others. 

It is this love and faith of our baptism life that gives us the grace and strength to overcome the sinful 

ways of the world. St John says we can overcome the things of the world by our belief in Jesus the Son 

of God. Jesus victory over sin and death through water, blood and the Holy Spirit. 

The Gospel of the Baptism of the Lord in the river Jordan by John reminds us of Jesus humility to be 

baptized by John. Reminds us of our need of the sacrament of baptism. The humility too of John the 

Baptist to acknowledge the greatness of Jesus and his unworthiness even to untie the straps of Jesus 

sandals. 

As we celebrate this wonderful feast of the Baptism of the Lord. As we face the challenges of Covid-19, 

let the words spoken to Jesus by God as the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit came upon him, 'You 

are my Son the Beloved my favour rest on you' be ours as the beloved children of God. As we live he gift 

of our baptism faith in the joys and challenges of this New Year. 
 


