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BISHOP'S MESSAGE ON THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

Greetings on this New Year's Day. We begin a New Year as the family of the Church with the 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God. A New Year in challenging times with Covid-19 still a great 

concern for the world and for us all the people of South Africa. Families and Communities 

saddened by the passing of loved ones. The medical profession and facilities battling to care for 

the many who have contracted the Coronavirus. The situation devastating the economy and the 

employment of many. 

A New Year beginning in a way the world had not imagined. Our family as the Church not been 

able to come to Church to celebrate this most wonderful Solemnity of Mary Mother of God. Mary 

who gave birth to the Saviour and Son of God our hope and joy. What hope and joy do we the 

Priests, Deacons, Religious, Brothers and Sisters have to rejoice about in these very worrying 

times at the start of a New Year. 

As your Bishop and Shepherd walking with you and concerned about the situation of Covid-19 

can guide you to look to Mary the Mother of God, Mother of the Church and our Mother who is 

praying for us. 

l reflect upon the first miracle of Jesus at the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. Mary who had a 

heart of concern for the wedding couple when the wine had run out to save them been 

embarrassed asked Jesus to help them. It was Mary's words to the wine stewards that is of 

interest. 'Do whatever Jesus tells you to do' In doing so Jesus worked his first miracle of changing 

water into the best wine. 

So, my words of encouragement to the People of God in the Diocese of Kroonstad is to pray in 

faith to God through Mary's Intercession as we face this Coronavirus Pandemic. The feast of 

Christmas is Jesus coming to share in our human nature. Jesus our Emmanuel God present with 

us in these difficult times. May we too take Mary's Words to heart that she spoke to the wine 

stewards 'Do whatever Jesus tells us to do'. Jesus tells us to pray for all our needs and God will 

answer our prayers. That is what I ask us all to do in the Diocese of Kroonstad. 

We pray as the family of the Church through the intercession of Mary the Mother of God for God's 

healing of the world of Covid-19. Let us be a people of hope as we begin this New Year with God 

and Mary Mother of God watching over us. 

A Happy and Blessed New Year! 


