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BISHOPS ADVENT MESSAGE 2020 

(MARANATHA COME LORD JESUS COME) 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

Warm Greetings as we begin a new church year with the season of ADVENT. We celebrate this holy season of 

Advent in extraordinary and challenging times of Covid-19. We are invited to enter this Advent Season which calls 

us to prepare as God's faithful people with expectant waiting and hope for the coming of the Lord whenever He 

may come. 

We do not know the day or the hour but our faith proclaims he will come again in glory on the clouds of heaven. 

Advent offers us a time of preparation with its two themes of the Lord's coming. The first coming as our Saviour 

born at Christmas of Mary our Blessed Mother of God and of the Church. The second coming at an unexpected 

time we do not know. So, God's Word in this season of Advent calls us to stay awake and stand ready. To be 

vigilant not knowing when the Lord will come to call us home to God's heavenly Kingdom. 

Pope Francis words of advice and encouragement to the Church as how to prepare and wait with expectant joy 

and hope to receive and welcome the Lord is with prayer and charity. Pope Francis Advent Message for Advent 

2020 is 'We are called to enlarge the horizons of our hearts to be surprised by life that is presented each day with 

its newness. Indeed the 'Coronavirus' has surprised the world, our country, our church, our families in a most 

unexpectant way with a newness that we all have to face with hope and trust in God. 

The Bishop from the start of Covid-19 has from time to time sent messages of concern and encouragement to 

God's faithful People of the Diocese of Kroonstad. 'We are not alone, God has not forgotten us, in him we place 

our hope and trust. May we as we journey in this time of Advent strengthen our hope God is with us. Advent calls 

us to action to put away the darkness of sin to walk in the light of Christ. To strengthen our love relationship with 

God in reaching out in charity to our needy brothers and sisters. 

Covid-19 has seen many in the Diocese of Kroonstad reach out in different ways to help others. I thank you for 

this. Keep it up. Pope Francis message of Advent to the Church reminds us in this Advent Season 'Not to depend 

on our own securities, our own established plans because the Lord comes in the hour which we do not know'. 

Let us as the Diocese of Kroonstad walk this journey of Advent together as a people of joy, hope and light. 

Maranatha Come Lord Jesus. 

A Blessed and Prayerful Advent to All! 


