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TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

The message coming through God's Word on this Sunday can be described in the word 

'Uncomfortable'. At the heart of this uncomfortableness is Jesus words to his disciples and to us 

his disciples today 'if anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me'. 

In the kind of world we live in where people seek an easy lifestyle without much pain and suffering 

that seems to be the order of the day. Nevertheless, the pandemic of Covid-19 has brought home 

to the world the unexpected reality of suffering we ever dreamt of. 

As God's faithful people we allow the Word of God to give us a message of comfort and hope in 

the context of Covid-19. The message of hope is that God who loves us sent his only beloved Son 

to take the uncomfortable path of the cross and suffering. To die and rise again. That was God's 

plan to bring his saving love to the world. 

Even as we heard in the Gospel when Peter tried to persuade Jesus not to take the road of the 

cross he rebuked him in strong words 'Get behind me Satan'. Our belief and hope is that the 

cross, the death of Jesus was not the end. The resurrection conquered sin and death. The 

Coronavirus pandemic has come and will pass. God's Word of hope as we carry our cross of 

suffering will see us rise again. 

The uncomfortable message that the Prophet Jeremiah had to proclaim brought him much 

suffering and hardship. God's Word that Jeremiah had to speak upset the comfortable life of his 

hearers because it was the truth. It brought Jeremiah to speak words about how he was feeling 

in proclaiming God's Word. 'l have been seduced. I am a fool before the people. The word of the 

Lord has meant insult, derision all day long. 

Jeremiah is at the point of despair and wanting to give up his vocation as a Prophet. But God 

speaks to the heart of Jeremiah who feels the power of God's Word. God's Word continues to be 

a source to uplift us in our suffering and times of hardship. A word that brings us comfort and 

hope not to give up. 
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The Gospel spells out the road of suffering that Jesus is to undergo. He puts its hardships and 

challenges to his disciples and to us. The choice to follow is ours described in the words 'If you 

want to be a follower of mine you must take up the cross' There is no force. Yet if we do accept 

the invitation we must be prepared to live at times the uncomfortable experiences of suffering. 

Yet the assuring words of Jesus to us 'the one who loses their life for my sake will save it. 

St Paul in the second reading pleads with us as the followers of Christ to live our lives in a way 

that is pleasing to God. Often to do this we must take the road less travelled. Choices that are 

uncomfortable that are opposite to the ways of the world. 'The comfortable ways that want to 

exclude suffering'. It means for us to follow God's plan that comes with joys and sufferings. 

Our Christian life of prayer and the sacraments of the Church give us the grace and strength to 

discover God's will for us. 'What is good, what it is that God wants, what is the perfect thing to 

do' says St Paul. We can have all the things of this world but in the end lose everything. Let us 

wait in hope. Let us persevere to the end as we wait for Jesus return in glory to reward us 

according to our way of life in this passing world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


