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THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

Today we celebrate our patronal feast, the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven. The 
readings from God's Word for this feast highlights what God is doing through Jesus and 
Mary to share with the world God's saving love for all his creation. 

The first reading from the Book of Revelations describes a vision of heaven and the 
sanctuary of God where the ark of the covenant is seen. The child Jesus been born of 
Mary and the forces of evil in the person of the devil pursuing to destroy the child Jesus 
as he is born. But the good of God's plan of salvation of the world cannot be defeated 
by the forces of evil. This victorious triumph of God's plan is proclaimed 'Victory and 
power and empire for ever have been won by our God and all authority for his Christ'. 

The Gospel of the Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth sees the meeting of two 
women filled with joy. Each carrying a child in their womb. Each having received from 
God a promised gift. Both Elizabeth and Mary play a pivotal part in God's plan. Both 
celebrate the presence and fulfilment of this wonderful happening through God's grace 
in their lives. 

The focus and centre of this unfolding mystery is the child Jesus in the womb of Mary. 
Elizabeth recognizes this as her son John the Baptist in her womb leaps with joy in 
acknowledging Jesus. Elizabeth expresses her appreciation for such a momentous visit 
in the words 'Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord'. Elizabeth 
sees through the veil of mystery in the chosen role of Mary to be the Mother of God and 
her central part in God's saving love. Blessed is she who believed that the promise made 
her by the Lord would be fulfilled'. Mary's response is her Magnificat hymn 'My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit exult in God my Saviour'. 

The first reading and the Gospel are captured in our second reading of St Paul to the 
Corinthians of what God is doing through Christ. The reading highlights the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. The first fruits of Christ's resurrection. His defeat of sin on the 
cross. His defeat of the power of death in his resurrection. 

God's Word for this feast of the Assumption of Mary into heaven invites each one of us 

God's faithful people to be filled with faith and hope. A faith and hope that makes us 
share in Christ's victorious celebration over sin and death. For after Christ the first fruits, 
comes all who belong to him. 
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We belong to him through our baptism. We belong to him through the Word of God. We 
belong to him through the Eucharist. We belong to him through the sacraments of the 
church. We too belong to him in sharing our joys and crosses of life with him, The 
challenges of temptation in this world by the devil are there. But through Mary's example 
who believed and held faithfully to the promise God made to her would be fulfilled, is for 
us to imitate. 

The promise of our faith, hope and love in Christ will be fulfilled as co-sharers in Christ's 
Resurrection. The gift of eternal life. On this feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary into heaven, we join with her to sing our Manificat for all God has done in our own 
lives. Mary Assumed into heaven pray for South Africa and an end to Covid-19. Happy 
Feast day to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
Bishop Peter Holiday 


