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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

On this 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time the message from the readings of God's Word is 
to be attentive to the Voice of God who speaks of peace. 'l will hear what the Lord God 
has to say, a voice that speaks of peace'. 

The first reading from the first book of Kings and the Gospel finds Elijah and the disciples 
caught up in distressing situations. Elijah running away from Queen Jezebel because of 
his victory over the prophets of Baal and his unwise decision to kill them. He runs away 
and hides in a cave on mount Horeb. In the Gospel the disciples are facing difficulty of 
a great storm on the sea. 

In both of these readings of God's Word we hear God speak in different ways. God 
speaks to Elijah not in a dramatic way 'in a mighty wind, an earthquake or fire, but in a 
gentle breeze. It is quite the opposite in the Gospel. The disciples are caught in rough 
seas a mighty storm when Jesus comes to them walking on the sea. 

Perhaps an important question we can ask. How have we God's People heard his voice 
speak to us on our journey of faith? Or more importantly have we heard his voice in the 
joys and storms of life? Have we been attentive to listen and hear God's voice in the 
hectic life we have been living? 

In the context of Covid-19 we certainly have had the opportunity and the time to listen, 
to pray and to hear God's voice. What has God been saying in the storm of the 
Coronavirus that has devastated the world? Families and loved ones. The hardships of 
unemployment, sickness and even death. Disruption in schooling. Many without work. 
Economic challenges. 

God has not been silent. As he has spoken through prophets, priests and kings 
throughout history, he continues to speak to us today in the midst of Covid-19. He speaks 
to us through his Word. He speaks to us through the Church. He speaks to us through 
caring and loving people in our communities. 
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In the Gospel we could be like the disciples when they saw Jesus walking on the water 
saying 'it is a ghost and cried out in fear'. Jesus then reassures them 'lt is I'. Peter then 
walks towards Jesus on the water. But when he takes his eyes off Jesus he begins to 
sink. Jesus rescues him. We have to keep our eyes on Jesus in the storm of Covid-19. 
He is with us. He calls for trust and faith in him. The Lord God will bring us healing and 
peace as we turn to him in prayer. 

St Paul in the second reading shows us in his difficulties, that he hands himself over to 
Christ. Paul is truly aware of God's presence in his challenges and difficulties in his 
dealing with the Romans. He holds on in persevering faith and the help of the Holy Spirit. 
l am speaking says Paul the truth in Christ. 

The Church in these challenging times encourages us to hold on in faith. God is with us. 
God is with us through the many who are caring for the sick. The hungry. Those in need 
of support. As Jesus rescues Peter he will bring us healing and peace. We must not 
doubt his care and love. May our prayer of faith be that of Peter to Jesus. 'My Lord and 
my God. Persevering in prayer for God's help for the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
Bishop Peter Holiday 


