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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

 The readings and message of God's Word on this 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time speaks 
to the context of Covid-19. Answers the question that many Christians are asking: Does 
God Care? 

God's Word is ever new and even though written as a message to Israel in their struggles 
speaks to us today in the challenges of Covid-19. The message from today's readings 
of God's Word is that God cares for us with an abundant love that not even death can 
destroy. A love and care made visible through Jesus Christ. 

The invitation from the Prophet Isaiah in the first reading from God is 'come to the water 
drink and eat free of charge. To listen and you shall have life. I shall make a new and 
lasting covenant with you'. The prophet warns us not to spend our money on things that 
fail to satisfy us. 

The invitation is to come and eat from the table of the Lord that satisfies our deepest 
longings. Indeed, our trust and hope in-these desperate times are to be found in God 
who cares. The waters of baptism freely offered, bring us into a personal relationship 
with God and make us sharers in the promise of the everlasting covenant made in the 
blood of Jesus from the Cross. A promise of everlasting life as sharers in the resurrection 
of Christ. These graces and acts of God's love made visible in Jesus gives us the hope 
we hold onto and that assures us that God cares in the storm and pandemic of Covid-
19. 

Bringing today's Gospel into the context and picture of the Coronavirus, Jesus on hearing 
of the death of John the Baptist withdrew on a boat to a lonely place with his disciples. 
Nevertheless, the people continued to seek Jesus and find him. They knew he had the 
power to bring them and the sick healing. 

At this time of Covid-19 people of every faith are seeking God's intervention. Seeking 
God's healing. The same Lord Jesus who did not send the crowds away who came to 
him at the request of the disciples, is the same Lord who welcomes all peoples who turn 
to him in our desperate situation of the Coronavirus. Our faith at this time tells us Jesus 

looks with pity on us and shall offer us healing. 
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Jesus who worked the miracle of providing food for the hungry crowd on five loaves and 
two fish. Who satisfied the hunger of the crowd and still is left with twelve baskets of 
scraps, is a sign of God's abundant love that is offered to all who accept his free invitation 
to come and eat and listen to the words of eternal life he is offering to the world. 

Indeed, the miracle that Jesus worked was pointing towards the feast of the Eucharist, 
the gift of his very Body and Blood we receive in Holy Communion. The celebration of 
the new and everlasting covenant made through Jesus cross and resurrection. 

As the world struggles with Covid-19 let us each do in their own way take pity on our 
brothers and sisters with the same care Jesus showed the crowds who followed him. Let 
us pray for God's healing in the world, for He truly cares. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
Bishop Peter Holiday 


