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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

 The focus of God's Word on this 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time reveals to us the mystery 
of God in three parables. The three parables are those of the wheat and the weeds, the 
grain of mustard and the leaven used by the baker-woman. These three stories reveal 
to us the kind of God we love and serve. 

These three stories reveal to us the kind of God we love and serve. The readings of this 
Sunday describe the nature of God that is inviting and good to know. Someone very 
much freely calling us to journey in faith and hope with. A God who made us in love. 
Inviting us into a personal relationship with him through baptism. A God who knows our 
human short comings and is willing to forgive us when we repent of our sins. 

The first reading from the Book of Wisdom begins by saying 'there is no God like you 
who cares for all.' A God who treats us all with justice. A God that is patient and merciful; 
and who forgives the repentant sinner. The writer of the Book of Wisdom sets this 
extraordinary God of compassion aside from the people's understanding of the gods of 
the Old Testament that they knew. Here was someone, a God quite different. A God of 

strength that allows his power to be tainted with mercy.  

For us Christians today we need to know this God with a clear mind. That he is a God of 
mercy and justice. Justice is an important part of our Christian journey of faith and hope. 
On the way we live and treat one another. 

The Psalm describes our God 'for you are good and forgiving, rich in steadfast love for 
all who call upon you.' St Paul's letter to the Romans speaks of God's care and support 
for us, to live good and holy lives by the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit that energizes 
our personal relationship with God to live good and holy lives. The Spirit that 
accompanies us and turns our-prayers into words that is in line with God's good will for 
us. Opening God's heart to our joys and sorrows. Assuring us of his grace and love in 
our struggles and challenges. A thought to hold onto in this difficult time of Covid-19. As 
we are not able to gather as a community for the celebration of the sacraments, sensitive 
to the health concerns of one another. 
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The Gospel of the three parables continues to focus on the kind of God we serve. The 
kingdom of heaven is compared to in the parable of the wheat and the weeds, the good 
and the bad growing side by side. The small mustard seed becomes a tree for all the 
birds of heaven to find a Shelter. The kingdom of heaven is a home for us all to find 
God's love and peace. The third parable of the leaven is how God works quietly yet 
powerfully. He works in our lives calling us patiently and with mercy to conversion. The 
path to conversion is often slow but we must not give up. 

God's leaven will bring change eventually as we are drawn by his love. Indeed, there will 
be a separation of the wheat and the weeds at the end of time. 'The just though shall 
shine out like the sun in the kingdom of our God and Father in heaven'. In the week 
ahead let us reflect and come to know in a deeper way the mystery of God revealed in 
the scriptures. A God of mercy and justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
Bishop Peter Holiday 


