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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

On this 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time we welcome the Word of God that manifests God's 

tremendous generosity as described in the parable of the seeds that are thrown on different soils. 

The question is how do we respond to God's generosity as we receive the seeds of the Good 

News planted by God the sower. 

The prophet Isaiah in the first reading shows us how God works in caring for Israel in providing a 

path to return from exile. What God had said he would do for Israel is fulfilled. 'Because just as 

the rain and snow come down from the heavens until they have watered the earth giving seed to 

the sower and food to those who eat, so my word which comes forth from my mouth shall not 

return to me until it does my will and what I sent it for God's generous care for Israel and for us 

is accomplished through Jesus.' The Psalm continues the theme of God's generosity 'You visited 

the earth and watered it.' 

The second reading sees Paul calling the Romans and us to recognize the hope and confidence 

we should have in what God has done in Christ. The generosity of love in sending Jesus to bring 

us his saving love. Christ's cross and resurrection. Paul speaks to the Romans and us in the 

context of suffering. A suffering every Christian must undergo in following Christ. A suffering we 

are now experiencing with Covid-19. 

Paul offers us a word of encouragement. 'For I reckon that the sufferings of this presence time 

cannot be compared with the glory that is going to be revealed. For as a people of faith and hope 

we wait with expectation of God's revelation as his sons and daughters; and all this in God's plan 

and will. In God's generosity we can look forward to a new situation to be set free from the slavery 

of suffering to a glorious freedom as the children of God. This is to be our focus as we face the 

challenges of Covid-19. 

The Gospel of Matthew brings us to reflect on God the sower of the seed the seed that falls on 

different soils. Some thin and rocky, hard and thorny. With very little growth. Then there is the 

good soil that produces fruitful results. This parable told by Jesus is questioned by the disciples 

who fail to understand its meaning. 
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The disciples ask Jesus 'why are you talking to them in parables?' Jesus response seems to favour 

the disciples for they have favourably received the Word of God. As for the people they have been 

slow to welcome the Word of God. 'The heart of this people has been hard and they find it difficult 

to hear with their ears and see with their eyes.' Jesus responds with the parable of the different 

kinds of soil. 

The different degrees of generosity in which the Word of God is welcomed and received. What is 

clear there is no lack of generosity on the part of God the divine sower. But some seed falls on 

the side walk, on rock, on thorns or good soil. These are different receptions to God's Word. The 

question for reflection, where are the seeds of God's Word falling at this time on our Christian 

journey? Hopefully on good soil! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


