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TWELTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

On this twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time the Church returns to a time of growing in faith, 
hope and love drawing on the grace of Lent, Easter and the Solemnities of the Lord that 
we have celebrated. A faith that challenges us to put into action the Word of God and 
our Christian faith as committed disciples, to witness to Jesus who is the way, the truth 
and the life. 

The Gospel today is the sending out of the disciples and us for mission. A mission to 
proclaim the Gospel of truth that is a message of challenge to the world of today but also 
a message of hope. 

The prophet Jeremiah in the first reading experiences the hardships of speaking the truth 
as a messenger of God's Word. 'All those who used to be my friends have watched for 
my downfall'. Nevertheless Jeremiah realizes he is not alone on this mission. 'The Lord 
is at my side, a mighty hero'. A God of justice to whom I have committed my cause to 
proclaim the word of truth. A message of hope for the needy. 

We as missionary disciples of the Lord can expect a similar experience for the Word of 
God speaks to the world of today. The horror of gender based violence in South Africa 
is just one example that is not in keeping with God's Word that calls us to love and 
respect the dignity of life of every human being. 

Sin is a reality that continues to pull us away from the commandments of God. Sin that 
St Paul says in the second reading brought death to our world. But the focus of Paul's 
message to the Romans and us is what God has done for us in Christ. Christ our hope 
who has turned around what Adam had done through sin. 

Christ destroyed sin and death through his cross and resurrection. We have been set 
free through this act of God's love through Christ. Once again God is on our side. Our 
journey of faith and mission is not alone, the Holy Spirit of truth is our guide. God's loving 
purpose for all people will be fulfilled. 

The Gospel message of us been sent out as missionary disciples of the Good News of 
God's saving love for the world will come with persecution and hardships. Yet the 
message of Jesus whom we follow and witness to says to us 'Do not be afraid'. Hold 
onto the message of truth that the world cannot destroy. A message that brings us hope. 
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God our loving Father keeps us in the palm of his hand. We are more than the sparrow 
that falls to the ground yet God knows about it. Every hair of our head is counted. God's 
care for us is so great. He says to us on our mission to proclaim and live the Word of 
God 'do not be afraid'. 

Our task is to acknowledge Christ. 'Anyone who confesses me before others, l shall 
confess them before my Father in heaven'. Let our prayer be on our mission of 
proclaiming the Gospel be that of today's psalm 'In your great love answer me O God'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
Bishop Peter Holiday 


