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BISHOP’S MESSAGE 

YOUTH DAY 16 JUNE 2020 – DIOCESE OF KROONSTAD 
(YOUNG MAN I SAY TO YOU ARISE Lk 7:14) 

Dear Young People of the Diocese of Kroonstad. 

Warm Greetings as we celebrate Youth Day 16 June 2020 in South Africa. 

As we celebrate the young people of the Diocese of Kroonstad in this challenging time of the 
Coronavirus Covid-19 1 quote the theme of Pope Francis to young people in his message for the 
youth 2020 from the Gospel of Luke 7:14. 'Young man I say to you Arise'. It is a message of hope 
that young people need at this very challenging time. 

Sometimes in life we are thrown a curved ball. A ball that does not come straight at us but from 
the side. Covid-19 has thrown a massive curved ball to the world, South Africa and to our youth. 
A challenge we all have to face. 

Education been a key factor to you all at this time of your life. In various forms of education 
university, colleges or schools been disrupted and running with many restrictions with lockdown 
is frustrating. But 'Arise' young people with courage. 

The Gospel of Luke which Pope Francis quotes from is the story of a young man who had died 
the only son of a widow from Nain. Jesus with a heart of compassion feels the sorrow and pain 
of the crying mother. He then says to the dead young man 'Arise' the young man is restored to 
life and given back to his mother. A new beginning, a new lease on life. A message of hope for 
the mother and son. 

There are two ways that you as young people can respond to Covid-19. One is with minds, hearts 
and eyes of despair. Disappointment. The other is with minds, hearts and eyes of hope. We 
human beings have that built in spirit to get up again. That is my wish for each youth of the 
Diocese to do. 

Lockdown has given you an opportunity to spend quality time with your family. Time to speak 
and listen to each other. A special quiet time together. Different from the hectic time of rushing 
around from one event to another. Time to speak to God about your life in prayer. Time to pray 
and ask God to help and heal our country from this devastating Coronavirus pandemic. 
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Now is the time with the Lockdown easing to look with hope, optimism and a positive mind set 
to do your best to move forward. As young people loved by God and the Church you will 'Arise' 
to face the challenges ahead not alone but with God. As we cannot gather to celebrate 'as the 
Youth of the Diocese this Year we do so through the various platforms of social media. As you 
know the Diocese of Kroonstad has a Website that you can connect. I have seen many young 
people and events of the Diocese and Youth on the Diocese Website. 

I look forward to the time we can return to our normal way of meeting as the youth of the 
Diocese of Kroonstad. I leave you with the message of hope from St Paul 'There is nothing in life 
that I cannot manage and overcome with him, with God who gives me strength'. God is good all 
the time' HAPPY YOUTH DAY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


