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THE FEAST OF THE ASCENTION OF THE LORD 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

The feast of the Ascension of the Lord into Heaven is a celebration of joy. A joy we all need in 
this challenging time of Covid-19. A joy and peace that assures us as God's faithful People that 
we are not alone proclaimed in today's Gospel. 'Know that I am with you always, yes to the end 
of time'. 

The message in the readings of God's Word for this feast of the Ascension is one of hope that is 
found in the Resurrection of Jesus. It is a hope that begins in our baptism journey of faith and 
that St Paul in the second reading affirms us to hold onto. 'May God give us the wisdom and 
vision to see in the Risen Lord the hope his call holds for us believers. The promise and 
inheritance that shall be ours in and through the power of the resurrection'. 

Both the first reading and Gospel is an account of the Ascension of the Lord. These readings of 
God's Word are rich in meaning. Jesus affirming his apostles on many occasions after his 
resurrection that he is indeed alive and risen from the dead, instructs them to continue his 
mission of bringing God's saving love to the world. 'Go make disciples of all nations, baptize 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teach them to observe all 
the commands I gave you'. 

The readings of the Acts of the Apostles during Eastertide highlighted Jesus instruction and 
beginning of the Church the body of Christ. As Jesus ascended into heaven and the Apostles 
looking towards the sky are addressed by two men dressed in white 'Why are you men from 
Galilee standing looking into the sky. Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go there'. Yes the words to the Apostles meant 
now is the time to go to the whole world and proclaim the Good News. 

Now is the time for us the Church of today to be witnesses to the Resurrection by our way of 
life. Now is our time to tell the story of all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning of his 
mission. What is very important to notice that this mission we are called to continue will be 
done through the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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Pope Francis reminds the Church that we must listen to the Holy Spirit without whom we cannot 
perform this missionary function and ministry. This missionary ministry is the task of each 
baptized person. A mission directed by the Holy Spirit. The feast of the Ascension is a celebration 
of the fact that the Risen Lord is after all, no longer with us. It reminds us of the Church coming 
of age. A Church not alone but guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Let each one of us take up our missionary role to proclaim the Good News anointed and sent by 
the Holy Spirit. Let us support and encourage one another during these challenging times of 
Covid-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


