
Diocese of Kroonstad 
             Tel: (056) 212 6639 
            Fax: (056) 212 7705 

        Email:bishop.krd@xsinet.co.za 
        P.O. Box 129, Kroonstad, 9500 

 
 

 

 1 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

On this sixth Sunday of Easter as the Easter Season is drawing to a close the message of the 

Word of God directs our minds and hearts to the Holy Spirit. God's love and care for us as the 

Body of Christ, the Church will be guided, comforted and loved by the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit who is always with the Church of God. 

The significant role of the Holy Spirit is highlighted in the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

as the early Church begins to grow in membership through the preaching of the Word of God by 

the Apostles. Philip proclaiming to the Samaritans who welcome the Word of God. Peter and John 

are sent to Samaria and pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit. They laid their hands on the Samaritans 

who welcomed the Word of God and they received the Holy Spirit. 

The second reading does not mention the Holy Spirit but what St Peter invites us to do is the work 

of the Holy Spirit 'reverence the Lord Jesus in your hearts and always have your answer ready 

for people who ask you the reason for the hope you have'. In this time of Covid-19 we are called 

to hold onto our faith and hope in Christ. To be witnesses in giving hope to others. This hope is 

based on our Easter Feast of the Lord's Resurrection. 'In the body he was put to death, in the 

spirit he was raised to life'. 

The Gospel brings us to the upper room where the apostles are listening to Jesus at the last 

supper. Jesus message is all about love which is a gift of the Holy Spirit. 'If you love me you will 

keep my commandments' Jesus message is one of encouragement to the apostles and to us as 

he is about to go to the cross. He will not leave them and us alone. He will ask the Father to send 

another advocate. 'The Spirit of Truth'. 

The Church will not be alone. As Jesus says 'I am not going to leave you orphans' I will come 

back to you. We will have the comfort of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit that will give us the grace to 

live the commandment of love. The Spirit who will enable us to understand that Jesus is in 

relationship with the Father and with us. 'l am in the Father and you are in me and I am in you'.  
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The Spirit of Truth leads us to live the commandment of love and to witness to Jesus and the 

Father who lives in us. The work of the Holy Spirit to whose coming we are now looking forward 

to as the Easter season is coming to its end. In this time of uncertainty with Covid-19 we are not 

alone. We live our faith and hope in a living and personal relationship with Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. A relationship of love. Let us begin another week of Lockdown together. Let's love and help 

one another in these challenging times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Bishop Peter Holiday 


