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Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 
Bishop Peter Holiday 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

The message from God's Word on this fifth Sunday of Easter is a call to follow Jesus the Risen Lord 
'who is the way, the truth and the life'. That we can trust and hope in him in the good and bad times. 
When times are tough like what we are experiencing with Covid-19 we can rely on Jesus. That we 
affirm our faith and hope in him with the Divine Mercy Prayer 'Jesus I Trust in You.’ 

As the early Church began to develop and grow and people coming to believe in the Word of God 
preached by the Apostles there were difficulties as we hear in the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles. The Jewish and Greek communities were all looking for the attention of the Apostles who 
were giving out food and preaching the Word of God. The Greek Community felt they were overlooked 
by the Apostles. So a decision was made to call in helpers to assist the apostles. 

Here we see the beginning of the ministry of Deacons in the Church. Seven people of good character, 
wisdom and filled with the Holy Spirit were chosen to see to the care of the needs of God's People. 
Stephen a man of faith and the Holy Spirit was chosen. He is the first Deacon of the Church. Through 
this the Apostles were able to focus on the important ministry of proclaiming the Word of God. 

St Peter in the second reading presenting Jesus as the living stone that is rejected but chosen by God 
and precious to him. We are invited to become the living stones of the Church today. To  become a 
spiritual house built on Jesus the foundation stone. Our faith and hope is in Jesus although he was 
rejected and died on the cross. But rose again on the third day. 

It is on him we can rely. In him that we trust. Jesus death was not the end but led to a new beginning. 
We can rely on Jesus in tough times because through our faith and hope he is forming us to become a 
'chosen race, a royal priesthood a people of God's possession called out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. 

The Gospel is of a tough time when the apostles are in the upper room on the night before Jesus was 
to die. The call is once again to trust no matter how difficult times may be. Jesus words to the apostles 
are words to us in this difficult time of Covid-19. 'Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still 
and trust in me'. Jesus has prepared for us a place in heaven. It is this that keeps us focused on our 
journey of faith. 

Let us in this Eastertide and this time of challenge with Covid-19 renew our faith, hope and love in 
Jesus. Let us not lose our way. For we rely on Jesus as our way, truth and life to the kingdom of heaven. 

On this Mother's Day we turn to our Blessed Mother Mary to pray for the world at this difficult time. To 
bless all mothers. Happy Mother's Day to all our Moms! 


