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BISHOPS MESSAGE - VOCATONS SUNDAY 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

Warm Greetings as we continue to celebrate the joy and peace of the Easter Season. 

On this fourth Sunday of Eastertide the church celebrates the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to the 
Priesthood and Religious Life. God's People are called to listen to the voice of Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

The Gospel of John on this Vocation Sunday is truly encouraging in the words of Jesus, as He calls us to 
follow him the Good Shepherd and his desire for each one of our lives as we respond to his call ‘l have 
come that you may have life and have it abundantly'. To be faithful in following Jesus and living out our 
baptism promises as disciples of Jesus. To being faithful to the vocation and way of life God has planned 
for us in this world calls for commitment and responsibility.  

Pope Francis in his message to the church on this World Day of Prayer for Vocations uses four key words 
pain, gratitude, praise and courage that is part of every vocation. Be it Priesthood, Religious Life, 
Married Life or the single life. He uses these words in the context of the Gospel of the apostles on the 
stormy sea. Jesus calms the storm and says to them ‘Take heart, it is l, have no fear'(Mt 14:27). 

In each of our individual vocations and way of life we need to know that we are not alone. That the 
Risen Lord is with us. To live out our vocation with courage, praise and gratitude. ln the pain and 
challenges, to hear the words of Jesus promise' I am with you always to the end of time.' 

To our young people in the Diocese of Kroonstad open your hearts to hear the voice of the Good 
Shepherd calling 'Come Follow Me' as a Priest or Religious sister or brother. Have the courage to 
respond. Speak to your Parish Priest. Come to the vocation workshops organized by the Vocation 
Directors of the Diocese. ‘Be not afraid.' A vocation to the Priesthood and Religious Life first begins in 
the family. 

I ask parents to support your children if they express a desire to serve the church as a Priest or Religious 
Sister or Brother, I encourage the People of God in the Parishes of the Diocese to continue to pray for 
vocations so that we may have more Good Shepherds to lead and guide us to know, love and serve 
God. 

Pope Francis ends his message for the World Day of Prayer for Vocations with these words ‘I ask the 
Church to continue to promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of 
them to discover with gratitude God's call in their lives, to find the courage to say ‘Yes' to God. To make 
their lives a song of praise for God.' 

May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us always but especially at this challenging 
time of the Coronavirus pandemic. Keep safe and remembered in prayer. 


