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YOURS SINCERELY IN CHRIST, 
 
BISHOP PETER HOLIDAY 

"FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES 
IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE" John 3:16 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

As we celebrate this Good Friday of the Lord's Passion with a difference because of Covid 19. 

We do so assured of God's great love for us at this difficult time as we reflect together God's love 

manifested by the Cross of Christ. That through his wounds we are healed. Our sins are forgiven 

and we are restored to friendship with God who loves us. As the Priests celebrate alone this Good 

Friday that may in some cases be streamed live to parishioners through social media. Or for those 

who do not and will celebrate Good Friday in the family home. 

We hold on faithfully to the rich tradition we have over the years in celebrating Good Friday. 

What has been that rich tradition? Firstly on Good Friday Morning we do the Stations of the 

Cross. On Good Friday afternoon at 3.00pm we celebrate the Lord's Passion and Veneration of 

the Cross and receive Holy Communion. 

May we all keep this rich tradition in our family homes. May a member of the family lead the 

Stations of the Cross. Another member do the readings of God's Word for Good Friday's Passion 

and Veneration of the Cross. I am sure many of us have a Cross in our homes. We all can just 

bow before the Cross not kissing it. 

We then make a Spiritual Communion. 'Lord Jesus we cannot receive your Body and Blood 

sacramentally today but we welcome you spiritually into our lives and families. We thank you 

for giving your life on the cross out of love for the whole world. At this time when the world 

needs your healing love bring an end to this Corona Virus' Amen. 

Another tradition of the Church for Good Friday is that it is a day of Abstinence from meat and 

Fasting. Let us observe this. Jesus whole life was pointed to Jerusalem, to the Cross of Calvary. 

The cross that reconciled and offered us God's Mercy and Forgiveness for our sins. The cross that 

brings victory over death to new life in Christ. The cross destroys the darkness of sin and brings 

us into the radiant light of God's love. Nothing reveals God's love like the cross. The cross speaks 

to our hearts and calls us to repentance. The cross becomes for us the source of eternal salvation. 

God's saving love. 

May we on this Good Friday think of the depth of God's love. Through the cross the wound of 

sin is healed. We are the sons and daughters of a loving God. Through the Cross we are healed, 

redeemed and restored to friendship with God. God's faithful people on our way to the feast of 

heaven. Let us celebrate this Good Friday and the Passion of the Lord in a spirit of unity as the 

church, the body of Christ in the Diocese of Kroonstad. I keep you all in prayer. 


