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YOURS SINCERELY IN CHRIST, 
 
BISHOP PETER HOLIDAY 

BISHOPS EASTER MESSAGE 2020 
'THIS DAY WAS MADE BY THE LORD WE REJOICE AND ARE GLAD' (PSALM 117) 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

I greet you in the name of the risen Lord. We celebrate in the midst of the darkness of Covid’19 
the light of the Easter Lord that fills our lives with renewed faith and hope. This good news lifts 
our spirits and hearts as we sing our Easter proclamation' alleluia the Lord is risen indeed. 

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the Crowning truth of our faith. Belief in the fact of 
Jesus resurrection is fundamental to our Christian faith. 'If Christ has not been raised from the 
dead, then all our preaching, teaching and testimony over two thousand years has been in vain' 
(1Cor,15:14) this Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday mass that will be celebrated with a difference 
by the priest alone that maybe streamed live in some parishes through Social media and in the 
family home should not take away the joy of us been an Easter people who celebrate with the 
risen Lord, present within our lives, families and communities of faith in the Diocese of 
Kroonstad. 

May a member of the family open with a Prayer, another read the Word of God for Easter. Then 
with lighted candles renew our baptism promises. All this is found in the Missal, Beke e 
Halalelang or the Bible. Then let all make a spiritual Communion 'Risen Lord as we cannot receive 
your body and blood sacramentally this Easter, come spiritually into our hearts, families and 
communities. Thank you for dying on the Cross and rising again to offer us the gift of eternal 
life. Bring healing and an end to this Corona Virus in the world. Our hope and trust is in you our 
Risen Lord, Amen. 

May the Easter readings of God's Word encourage us to be true witnesses in our time to the 
resurrection. To hold on in faith in these challenging times in South Africa to the promise of 
Jesus. 'I am with you to the end of time'. There were different reactions of those who went to 
the tomb in the Easter gospel. Mary of Magdala, Simon Peter and the disciple Jesus loved. It is 
the response of the beloved disciple that we as Easter people must make our own. 'He went, he 
saw and he believed. Let us as the people of God in the Diocese of Kroonstad be filled with the 
spirit of Easter joy as we proclaim in faith: the Lord is risen indeed alleluia'  

I wish each one a blessed and happy Easter! 


