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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
'(Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who in his great mercy has given us a new 

birth as his children by raising Jesus Christ from the dead)' Peter 1:3-9) 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I greet you in the name of the Risen Lord as the Church celebrates Divine Mercy 

Sunday. A Sunday in which we are reminded of God's great mercy, love and 

forgiveness through the Paschal Mystery of Jesus death and resurrection. In this time 

of COVID-19 we too are called upon to show great mercy to one another as brothers 

and sisters all affected by this world pandemic. 

Pope Francis in his Easter Message to the world, a message of Hope invites us to 

leave our self-centredness, indifferences and divisions to work for the common good. 

The common good in our families and communities. The common good of those 

giving of their time to care for the sick and to see to the essential needs. The common 

good of giving food to the very poor. That each one has a heart of mercy to show 

compassion in this difficult time of the Corona Virus. 

I call on the Priests to continue to celebrate the Holy Mass alone for the intentions of 

the parish communities. I call on the families as the Domestic Church to celebrate 

Divine Mercy Sunday in your family homes. For a member of the family to lead in 

prayer. Another to read the Word of God for the 2nd Sunday of Easter Year ‘A’. Then 

for all to make a Spiritual Communion. Jesus we cannot receive your Body and Blood 

Sacramentally today. We ask you to come into our hearts spiritually. Fill us with your 

love and mercy. As a family to pray the Divine Mercy Prayers and the special prayer 

'Jesus I Trust in you'. 

The readings of God's Word this Sunday offers us a message hope and an assurance 

of God's mercy as a community of faith, as brothers and sisters who believe in the 

Lord's Resurrection. The effects of Jesus Resurrection in our lives cannot fail to call 

us to live as Easter People of hope. A people who experience God's Mercy. 
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The first reading speaks meaningfully to us during Covid-19. The early Christians 

breaking of bread together and praying in their homes. They shared everything in 

common and provided for those in need. It was this witness of love and care for one 

another that drew many to join the Christian Community of the Church. St Peter in 

the second reading shares the message of hope that we hold onto in our belief in the 

Resurrection of Jesus. A hope filled too with God's mercy. 

The Gospel in someway with the fearful disciples locked in a room afraid with the 

doors locked not sure of the future are like us today with the Corona Virus. Not sure 

of the future and when will this pandemic end. Let us be filled with the words of Jesus 

as he appears to the disciples and his resurrection be words to us ‘Peace be to you.’ 

It is the peace we need at this challenging time. The gift of the Holy spirit for the 

forgiveness of sins offers us God’s great mercy. 

Let us not be doubtful about the Resurrection. The Lord has Risen indeed alleluia is 

our prayer. We make our own the prayer of Thomas who first doubted and then 

believed in the risen lord ‘My Lord and my God’. We are part of those Jesus said to 

Thomas ‘Happy are those who have not seen yet believe.’ In the midst of these scary 

and uncertain times we hold onto the hope and mercy of God who loves us. 

Let us continue to pray for one another and God’s healing for the world. To let you 

know that through Caritas Kroonstad the social outreach office of the Diocese we are 

providing food parcels to the very needy. Please support those in your parish 

communities where possible. Remembered in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

YOURS SINCERELY IN CHRIST, 
 
BISHOP PETER HOLIDAY 


