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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE – A CALL TO FAITH AND HOPE IN GOD 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Brothers and Sisters 

Warm Greetings as we continue to celebrate the joy of the Risen Lord as he walks with 
us on our journey of faith and hope in these challenging times of Covid-19. The readings 
and message of God's Word for this third Sunday of Eastertide is a call to a deeper trust 
in God who has been revealed to us in the Good News of the Old and New Testament. 

This Good News that Jesus shared with the two disciples on the Road to Emmaus in 
today’s Gospel. What is clear from Jesus conversation with the two disciples on the road 
is the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies in the New Testament. 'Starting with 
Moses and going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages 
throughout the scriptures that were about himself.' 

As Jesus accepts the invitation to spend the evening with the two disciples. To 
experience and recognize the Risen Lord in the breaking of bread it draws us to our 
celebration of the Eucharist, the Holy Mass. The two central parts of our Holy Mass 
where the Word of God is proclaimed and Bread is Broken, directs our faith and hope in 
the Risen Lord. 

St Peter proclaiming the Lord's Resurrection on that first Pentecost with the outpouring 
and power of the Holy Spirit, is a call to us to continue as witnesses to Jesus 
Resurrection in our time. We can do this in the midst of the difficulties of Covid-19 by 
showing care for one another. By turning to help the very poor families in need of food. 
This witnesses to our faith and hope in the Risen Lord, who shows us the path of life and 
accompanies us our journey of life to the home of heaven. 

Our second reading reminds us of the great price of the blood of the spotless Lamb on 
the cross who died out of love for the world. This ransom paid to reconcile us to God Our 
Father. The God who raised Him from the dead on the third day. This act of great love 
affirms our faith and hope in God. 

The Gospel story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus is also our faith story of 
life. In our families and communities life can be at times disappointing. We can feel alone 
and abandoned by God. But the beautiful and uplifting experience of the two disciples 
as their hearts burned on the road as the Risen Lord shared the scriptures with them 
and their recognizing of Jesus in the Breaking of Bread can also be our experience as 
we celebrate the Holy Mass. 
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The Risen Lord present in the Scriptures speaking to our lives. The Risen Lord truly 
present in the breaking of bread that we receive in Holy Communion. The Risen Lord 
present in Word and Sacrament. Pope Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation 'The Joy of 
the Gospel calls on us to have a love for God's Word. In the week ahead as we continue 
to face the challenges of Covid-19 let us learn to trust the God whom the scriptures 
reveal to us. The God who sent us in love the Lord who died and rose again. He is risen 
from the dead Alleluia. Keep safe. Remembered in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOURS SINCERELY IN CHRIST, 

 

BISHOP PETER HOLIDAY 


