
25 March 2020 

Diocese of Kroonstad 
Tel: (056) 212 6639 

Fax: (056) 212 7705 
Email:bishop.krd@xsinet.co.za 
P.O. Box 129, Kroonstad, 9500 

To: Priests,Deacons,Religious and the Faithful of the Diocese of Kroonstad. 

Directives following the National Lockdown 

As the President of the Republic of South Africa has proclaimed a Nationwide Lockdown 
from Thursday 26 March 2020 midnight to Thursday 16 April 2020. The following procedures 
are to be followed in the Diocese of Kroonstad with immediate effect. 

All Sunday and weekday Masses and Sunday Services in the absence of a priest are 
suspended. However priests can celebrate Masses in private. 

Palm Sunday is Suspended. 

Public Celebrations of Holy Week and Easter Tridium as well as all baptisms and 
confirmations are suspended. This includes the Chrism Mass. 
The Chrism Mass will be at a later stage once the situation has calmed down. This is 
allowed by the directives of the Congregation of Divine Worship and Discipline of the 
Sacraments. 
Mass of the Lord's Supper. The Holy Father has given priests permission to celebrate this 
Mass alone. There is no procession to the place of repose. The Blessed Sacrament is to remain 
In the usual tabernacle. 
Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday No Masses in Parishes. Those who were to receive the 
Sacraments and to be received into full communion of the Catholic Church will have this 
celebration once the situation has returned to normal. The Parish Priest will decide when to 
celebrate this in the parish. 

All meetings and all parish activities are suspended. 

Communion to the Sick and house bound is suspended 

Weddings are suspended. 

funerals will have to be conducted in accordance with the directives given by the State. 

During this time of lockdown that falls within the most sacred celebrations of our Catholic 
faith Palm Sunday, the Easter Tridium,as well as Sunday Masses and Celebrations of the 
Sacraments f call on all faithful of the Diocese of Kroonstad Priests,Deacons,Religious,families 
and individuals to celebrate our faith as the ' Domestic Church' of the home.Religious 



Community. It is a special time of prayer. During Palm Sunday, the Easter Tridium,Easter 

Sunday,Mass of the Lord's Supper Holy Thursday. Good Friday for the family to gather 

together in prayer at the times that you would usually go to the Parish Church. That a family 

member leads the family in an opening prayer 

found in the Weeday/Sunday Missal. Reads the Readings of God's Word for the celebration. 

Pray the Creed. Pray as a family for an end to this Corona Virus Pandemic. Pray the Our 

Father together. Then make a Spiritual Communion. Asking the Lord Jesus to come into the 

hearts of the family and fill them with his love. This procedure can be followed for all the 

Holy Week and Easter Celebrations. Also Palm Sunday. To the Priest to use Social Media as 

best as you can to communicate with the Parish Community. We maybe apart for Social 

Distance purposes but let us be united in spiritual communion and prayer. Let us as the 

Church of the Diocese of Kroonstad Support each other during this difficult time. The Lord is 

our hope and joy. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

,r):~ 
Bishop Peter Holiday 


